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achievement was so great that it was worth weeks of
waiting. Moreover he carried back with him from
Geneva one result at least, the dissolution of Allied
military control. With it went a survival of the war,
as a foretaste of the great process of clearance that was
now to begin.

At the end of December he proposed to go to Paris
in person. He had so arranged with Briand at Thoiry,
and now, in the greatest secrecy, made the preparations
for his journey. For years past he had been filled with
a yearning to see foreign lands and unknown cities that
were for him a mere image of historical recollection.

" Every little clerk/' he would often complain to his
friends, " who saves up his money, has only to buy a
ticket at the railway station and go off to Paris or Rome.
I am the only German who may not see the world. I
have hardly seen anything. I have to picture in my
imagination what every passer-by has seen with his own
eyes." When he talked to Briand at Thoiry about the
desirability of his coming to Paris to discuss the final
details of the great act of settlement, he added : " I
would really rather come incognito ; " and as he spoke,
he smiled at the thoughts that came into his mind : fc a
Foreign Minister has so little freedom." The French-
man, who had a gay and varied life behind him,
misunderstood the words no less than the smile. " On
arrangera cela," he replied, with a twinkle in his eye ;
" on arrangera cela." But he was confronted with a
blank and uncomprehending stare. Stresemann had
been merely thinking of a peaceful stroll through the
city; he wanted to visit the tomb of his beloved hero
tinder the Dome of the Invalides, look for old books
on the stalls along the quays, and breathe the air of